SCPC Assigned Topics 2013/2014
Nature – The picture must depict a natural scene or subject. Human elements shall not be present except on the rare occasion where those elements enhance the nature story. The presence of scientific bands on wild animals is acceptable. Photographs of domesticated animals, mounted specimens and obviously set arrangements are not acceptable. Farm animals are considered to be domesticated and are not acceptable. Any form of image manipulation that misrepresents the true situation or that alters the content of the image is not permitted. Minor cloning to remove small incidental distractions in the image are permitted if the cloning operation is undetectable by the judge. A judge may disqualify any image in which he or she detects evidence of cloning or pasting. Any live plant is acceptable as long as it is photographed in a natural setting.

Signs & Signage – The picture must include a sign or any form of visual graphics created to display information to a particular audience. This sign should not be an incidental element in the picture, but be critical to the story that the picture is telling. It could be the main subject in the picture or an important secondary element that complements the main subject.
Black & White – A black and white image containing various shades of grey from black to white is considered to be monochrome photo. A black & white work toned entirely in a single color will remain a monochrome work able to stand in the black & white category (e.g., sepia toned).
Macro – Macro photography refers to taking pictures of small things at close range. Any small object, or a small portion of a larger object, can be a subject for macro photography. A good macro photo reveals details and textures in the object that can’t be observed with normal photography or by an undiscerning eye.  For our Macro Photography competition, the main subject shown in the image should be 3 inches or smaller. The main subject shown may be a small portion of a larger object (e.g., center of a flower, tip of a finger).
Pre-40s Urban – The main subject is a structure or a portion of a structure that was built prior to 1940 and depicts the style of pre-1940 architecture.
Latches, Handles & Hinges – The main subject is a latch, handle, or hinge. Successful images may be close ups of unique objects that fit this category, but may also use other techniques to emphasize the subject, such as selective focus or vignetting.
Weather – Weather should be the first thing that comes to mind when the viewer looks at the picture. Dramatic weather elements, such as snow, rain, or clouds, could be the main subject in the picture, but other strong story-telling images that show the impact of weather (e.g., house covered with snow, people walking in the rain, flood, or tree in fog) may meet the criteria.
 
